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“I was angry at the white man, not racism… While I was not prepared to hurl the white man into the sea, I 

would have been perfectly happy if he climbed aboard his steamships and left the cont

– Nelson Mandela, autobiography. 
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and the farm for a long time.  

“We believe that there was a British intelligence agent in the nearby caravan park. Everyone thought he was a 

birdwatcher because he would climb up a telegraph pole with binoculars every day. But I think we were the 

birds he was watching.” –Goldberg, 
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spirit couldn’t be broken. He was offered conditional freedom but he refused. In 1990, the South 

African government responded to intentional pressure and ameliorated Mandela’s conditions: he 

could write and receive one letter every six months. He put his pride aside and even became friends 

with guards and the warden who kept him in prison and who would finally improve pris

too. 

“To sit down with them, to exchange views was one of the most revealing experiences I have.”

dela when he was in prison. 

Thanks to his intelligence, his charm and his attitude of resistance, Mandela subjected the most br

tal wardens to his will, he was considered as a leader by his comrades and he became the master of 

his own prison. He emerged from it the mature leader who would fight and 

battle that would create a new democratic South Africa. Nelson a

strike to receive better food. They succeeded. And during the winter, Nelson demanded long pants 

but the guards refused. He continued and after a week, he woke up and found a pair of pants in his 

cell. He noticed that no one else had them

confused about his intention, but 

prisonment was “an experience that steeled him”. It was in prison that he learnt hi

lessons: he confessed that the prison changed him in a

“It enriched your own life. It fortified your morality. It gave you courage to do better than you best.”

Mandela, interview with O magazine
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arms. But he learnt through his relationship with the guards that black and white people didn’t have 

a lot of differences, that they had 

respect are weapons of political persuasion as powerful as any gun.

After prison: his strategy and achievement as a president 
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“Never, never and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one by 
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 visits with the president of 

South Africa and he talked with him about their country. 

Mandela was ready to “collaborate” with the government 

and to change his kind of fight against apartheid. This, 

he was released from prison. 

Deputy President of the ANC and in 1991 he became President of the ANC 

until 1997. He modified their constitution which expressed from now on that racial di

ned an anti-apartheid activist.   
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He was elected president of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. He was the first black 

Africa, and the first elected in a fully representative democratic election. Mandela would change 

“Never, never and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one by 
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To unify his country, Mandela had the idea to juxtapose the two anthems: he wanted this new an-

them to be a powerful symbolic message of national harmony. Mandela was able to forgive the old 

enemy and he was able to put aside his hatred, the vengeful impulses towards white people he might 

have accumulated during his 27 years in prison. Thanks to Mandela’s actions, South Africa could 

achieve its transition from tyranny to democracy using persuasion, not repression.  

“We enter into a covenant that we shall build a society in which all South Africans, both black and white, will be 

able to walk tall, without fear in their hearts, assured of their inalienable right to human dignity –a rainbow 

nation at peace with itself and the world” –Nelson Mandela, 9 May 1994 

With this behaviour, Mandela was seen as a peacemaker. His anti-apartheid struggle was definitively 

different from the one before his imprisonment. Mandela has handed down his nation the rule of 

law, freedom of speech, free and fair elections. He showed that one can be a great human being and 

a great politician at the same time, provided one is respectful of both friends and enemies. He re-

vealed that one can associate power and magnanimity.  

 

To conclude, Nelson Mandela never forgot his devotion to democracy, equality and learning. Despite 

terrible provocation, he never answered to racism with racism. His life has been an inspiration to all, 

who are oppressed and deprived, to all who fought for freedom and equality. 
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